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Understanding Harry Potter: Parallels to the Deaf World
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Every so often by storm
and make such an impact that they become part of our
everyday world. These storis, characters, and themes be-
come established lements of culturallteracy. Thi
what has happened with J. K. Rowling’s Harry rics
Harry and his cohort of wizards, witches, and their adven-

pop.
and popular culture.

one perspective above all is perhaps
the most appropriate ... that of Deaf Studies.

As with every sociological field of study, Deaf
Studies intends to further our understanding of the
human condition. Using a “Deaf Lens,” we can gain
greater insight into social arrangements in the same

ensure that Deaf children, their families, and anyone study-
ing literature (Deaf or general) gain a deeper understanding
In fact, we ge

how using a Deaf Lens provides the greatest insight into the
U

of Deaf people everywhere while celebrating the valuable
X Al 5 ; 7

Literature often provides us with opportunities to gain
new insights into our world, and J. K. Rowling’s Harry
Potter series is no different. Harry and his cohort of
wizards and muggles (nonmagical people) have taken
our world by storm and, in the process, have brought
the joy of magical literature to many children and
adults. Rowlings work has also presented a new ave-
nue for literature study. Everyone is aware of the nu-
merous analyses of her work; however, after careful

ingusges
intended usive < o
'Deaf World can be applicd t all Deaf people in

1K
mind when she creaed the Harry Porter series! Correspondence
should besent o Janey Greenwald, PO Bax 412, Waverly, PA 18471
[ Badelphia net)

(email:

like Women’s Studies and
have brought gender and race issues to a level of
awareness we never imagined years ago.

A related development in the fild of literature is
the application of a different “lens” to tell well-known
stories. A number of authors have begun to “narrate
within classic novels” by creating roles and observa-
tions from characters we never knew were there
(Garber, 2001). The Wind Done Gone is an account
of the epic story Gone With the Wind as told by Scarlet
OHar’s mulatto half-sister. Similarly, Gregory
McGuire has written a number of novels that afford
us a striking new lens into The Wizard of Oz,
Cinderella, and A Christmas Carol.

A reason for this trend has been attributed to a
potential “crisis in narrative” where plots have become
“finite resources,” and writers are limited to producing
works that recycle elements they know wil elicit pre-
dictable responses (Garber, 2001). However, regardless
of the reasons for this trend, the result is a new genre

i created by adopting an original vantage point that

alters how we think about stories.

We will demonstrate how a Deaf Lens offers per-
spectives never before considered and how a Deaf point
of view can “narrate within stories” to make unique
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VIITTOMAKIELINEN VISUAALISUUS KOLONIALISMI
KUUROJEN YHTEISO KUUROPLUS AIDINKIELI
KUUROJEN IDENTITEETTI AUDISMI KUURO PO
PUHDAS/PI VIITTOMAKIELI KUUROJEN KULTTUURI DEAF GAIN
CODA KUURO OMA TAPA PI KUURO
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o : : ~* Millaisia kasitteita kaytat liittyen kuurojen
Kasite / Termi Merkitys / [Imid alamaan?

* Mita kasitteita sina kaytat paljon? Mita

Kasite / Termi Merkitys / [Imio kasitteitd sina tiedat, mutta kaytat naita
vahan?
Kasite / Termi Vleddvs fl o Mista kayttamistasi kasitteista tykkaat? Enta

mista kasitteista et tykkaa? Miksi?

Kasite / Termi Merkitys / llmio [ Ovatko kayttamasi kasitteiden merkitykset
sinulle selvia vai epéaselvia? 7
-
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